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ABSTRACT: 

CHG DATE=20030305 STATUS^O A can holder (11) for refrigerator doors 

(1), 

comprising at least one cradle (12) for supporting a can (L), said cradle (12) 
being: a) provided with means (14) for its hooking to a supporting part (8) 
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present in the door (1); b) inclined to the horizontal and to the vertical 
when 

in use, so as to support the can L with its axis inclined upwards; c) 
provided 

with antirotation means (15) which bear on the door to also obtain and 
maintain 

the inclination (Figure 1). <IMAGE> 
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(57) A can holder (1 1 ) for refrigerator doors (1 ), com- 
prising at least one cradle (12) for supporting a can (L), 
said cradle (12) being: a) provided with means (14) for 
Its hooking to a supporting part (8) present in the door 
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(1 ); b) inclined to the horizontal and to the vertical when 
in use, so as to support the can L with its axis inclined 
upwards; c) provided with antirotation means (1 5) which 
bear on the door to also obtain and maintain the inclina- 
tion (Figure 1). 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a can holder 
for refrigerators. 

[0002] Refrigerator doors are known to present re- 
movable trays, provided with side walls, in which drink 
cans are usually placed to cool them. The cans are lo- 
cated vertically on the trays, however the presence of 
the side wall makes it difficult both to position them on 
and remove them from the tray. There is the additional 
drawback that if the tray is not completely occupied, the 
cans move noisily at each door opening/closure. 
[0003] The main object of the present invention is to 
provide a can holder for refrigerator doors which ena- 
bles the cans to be located such that they do not move 
on opening and closing the refrigerator door, while being 
comfortably withdrawable and posrtionable. 
[0004] A further object of the present invention is to 
provide a can holder whteh enables better use to be 
made of the space defined by the refrigerator door. 
[0005] These and further objects whk:h will be more 
apparent from the ensuirig detailed description are at- 
tained by a can holder in accordance with the teachings 
of the accompanying claims. 
[0006] The Invention will be better understood from 
the following detailed description, whbh is provided by 
way of non-limiting example and is given with reference 
to the accompanying drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a schematic perspecth^e view of a can 
holder of the invention mounted in the interior of a 
refrigerator door; this figure also shows by dashed 
and dotted lines the can holder while being removed 
from the door; 

Figure 2 is a schemata perspective view of two 
side-by-side can hotderB mounted in the interior of 
the refrigerator door; 

Figure 3 is a schematic horizontal section on the 
plane A-A of F^ure 1 ; 

Figure 4 is a vertk:al section through the can holder 
applied to the door (on the inner side thereof). 

[0007] In theflgures the reference numeral 1 indtoates 
a generic refrigerator door the vertical lateral side walls 
of whfch are Indteated by 2 and 3. These together with 
a lower side wall 4 and an upper side wall, this latter not 
shown, defines a compartment 5 in which removable 
trays 6 are provided in known manner. In order to be 
supported by the lateral side walls 2 and 3, these trays 
laterally present seats 10 whk:h are closed at one end 
(the upper end) and are mounted on projecting parts or 
appendk^es 7 of a shape suk)stantially mating with that 
of the seats and present on the Inner face of the side 
walls 2 and 3. 

[0008] In a like manner there is connected to or 
mounted on the door a bar-like support element 8 pro- 
vided at its two ends with appendices 9 in which closed 
seats 10 are present, of a shape mating with the pro- 



jecting parts or appendices 7. 

[0009] The bar-like element 8 acts as a support for 
one or more can holders 11 . The can holder, preferably 
constructed of plastic material, comprises one or more 
s side-by-slde cradles 1 2 for the inclined housing of cans 

L. 

[0010] The cradles 12 comprise a concave part 12a 
(preferably in the fomi of a circular ring segment) and a 
common base wall 13 tenninating upperly with a hook- 

10 shaped appendix 1 4 by whtoh the can holder engages, 
removably and translatably (see arrows F1 and F2), with 
the bar-like support element 8 (see Figure 4). 
IPOl 1 ] The base wall 1 3 and the concave part 1 2a are 
at right angles to each other and, when in use, the base 

IS wall 13 is Inclined, preferably by 35*'-45'' (downwards), 
to the vertbal end wall 4a of the compartment 4. As a 
result, the cans L are supported upwardly inclined in the 
cradles, as shown in Figure 4, making it simple to with- 
draw them from the cradle in whtoh they rest. 

20 [0012] For its antirotational stability and to presence 
the inclination, the base 13 of the can holder comprises 
below the hook-shaped appendix a transverse piece 1 5 
which bears against the end wall 4a. The number of cra- 
dles 12 present In the can holder can be one or more, 

25 for example three as shown. 

[001 3] The can holder can be easily removed from its 
support bar 8 by lifting it (see arrow F1 in Figure 1) and 
can also be moved along the bar (see arrow F2 in Figure 
1) if space requirements, deriving for example from the 

30 presence of a bottle of consklerable height in an under- 
lying tray 6, require It. 
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Claims 



1 . A can holder (1 1 ) for refrigerator doors (1 ), charac- 
terised by comprising at least one cradle (12) for 
supporting a can (L), said cradle (12) being: a) pro- 
vided with means (1 4) for Its hooking to a supporiting 

^ part (8) present in the door (1); b) inclined to the 
horizontal and to the vertteal when in use, so as to 
support the can L with its axis inclined upwards; c) 
provided with antirotatlon means (1 5) whteh bear on 
the door to also obtain and maintain the inclination. 

45 

2. A can holder as claimed in daim 1 , wherein the cra- 
dle (12) presents an arcuate part (12a) and a base 
part (1 3) perpendicular to the preceding. 

^ 3. A can holder as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
hooking means (14) are represented by a hook- 
shaped extension to the base (13) of the cradle (12). 

4. A can holder as claimed in claims 1 and^or 2, where- 
55 in the antirotatlon means for also obtaining and 
maintaining the inclination are represented by a fur- 
ther extension (15) to the base (13) of the cradle 
(12), said extension (15) being located below the 
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hooking means (1 4). 
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